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DESCRIPTION 

Elementary Latin III completes the three-course sequence that 
introduces the fundamentals of Classical Latin. ough this sequence 
trains participants’ reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills, it is 
designed primarily to develop their capacity to read and translate Latin. 
In turn, particular emphasis is placed on commonly used vocabulary 
and the principles of Latin grammar. 
Building off of material presented in the previous two courses, this 
course introduces participants to a sizable amount of new vocabulary 
and more advanced grammatical concepts. In terms of morphology, the 
primary emphasis is a complete presentation of the Latin verbal system, 
including: the future perfect indicative; all forms of the subjunctive 
mood; gerundives; semi-deponent verbs; defective verbs; and future 
tense imperatives. In terms of syntax, this course focuses primarily on 
the formation and use of independent and subordinate clauses, 
especially those taking a subjunctive verb.  
In addition, this course introduces not only basic rhetorical devices, but also provides a sampling of 
Latin poetry. Moreover: to help participants build confidence in their translation of more 
challenging texts and to introduce them to differing writing styles, this course concludes with a 
study of passages from Ritchie’s Fabulae Faciles. 

METHOD 
is course consists of ten class sessions, with a break after the eighth class session. e weekly 
class session, held on Tuesdays at 7:30-8:30pm ET, consists in a translation of and discussion 
about a selected Latin passage. Class sessions are conducted primarily in English. e general 
class structure is as follows: one participant translates a passage from the chapter, usually around 
fifteen to twenty lines; the instructor offers brief remarks, answers questions, and clarifies 
difficulties; another participant takes up the next passage, and so on. Class ends either when the 
chapter is fully translated or when the hour has passed. 
is course features two quizzes and a final exam, all of which are “take home” in nature and 
must be completed satisfactorily (a course average of C or better) to participate in more advanced 
Latin courses. 
is syllabus is subject to change. Any change(s) will be made in writing and in a timely fashion. 



REQUIRED TEXTS 
is course completes the study of our main text, Hans Ørberg’s Familia Romana. Also required 
is Steadman’s edition of Fabulae Faciles, which is accessible either as a public domain PDF or in 
paperback. You must also possess a print copy of both a dictionary (either Cassell’s New Latin 
Dictionary or the Collins Gem Latin Dictionary) and a grammar index (either Anne Mahoney’s 
Essential Latin Grammar or Allen and Greenough's New Latin Grammar). Additional 
materials, such as chapter notes and audio recordings, are provided by the instructor via Teams.  

 

PREREQUISITES AND PLACEMENT TEST 
As a prerequisite, participation in this course requires either the completion of our 
Elementary Latin I and II courses or the sufficient comprehension of a placement test. If 
Lyceum members wish to take a placement test, they ought contact me either by email 
(r.sharpe@lyceum.institute) or by direct message on Teams.  

 

PARTICIPATION, COURSE COMPLETION, AND GRADES 
As in Elementary Latin I and II, I distinguish participants as holding active or auditing status. 
Participants hold active status if they do all of the following:  
 -Attend class sessions regularly (i.e., they have attended class since at least the third session,    
  and have not missed three class sessions thereafter, either consecutively or in total); 
 -Demonstrate satisfactory preparation for class sessions (i.e., show familiarity with the weekly    
  reading and class notes, including comprehension of new grammar and vocabulary); 
 -Participate readily in class procedure (e.g., translate, ask questions, and engage with course    
  content without hesitation); and 
 -Complete both quizzes and the final exam (all of which are “take home” in format). 
By contrast, participants are considered to hold auditing status if they attend class inconsistently, 
are frequently unprepared for class, refuse to participate in the translation process, or fail to 
complete the course quizzes/exam. One can lose active status at any time, even in the final week. 
is distinction is not designed to discourage or shame, but rather to encourage and facilitate 
good habits of study. Moreover, it is implemented for practical purposes. First, only participants 
with active status are permitted to translate or raise questions in class. Second, only participants 
with active status are able to “complete” the course and, in turn, attend advanced Latin courses. 
To be blunt: if you are consistently unprepared for class sessions but attempt to participate, you 
will likely prevent efficient use of class time for those seriously committed to Latin study.  
at said, if a truly serious circumstance arises (a major illness, a birth/death, etc.), please contact 
me as soon as possible, and I am likely to be more forgiving/relaxed about this policy. 
Regarding grading: the two quizzes comprise one half of a participant’s final score, and the final 
exam the other half. N.B.: if a participant’s cumulative score is lower than a C, he or she cannot 
participate in more advanced Latin courses. (However, he or she may retake Elementary Latin III.) 

 

SELF-DIRECTED STUDY AND THE DIGITAL COMMUNITY  
In addition to preparation for and active participation in class, it is also important to maintain 
thirty to sixty minutes of daily study and review. To facilitate daily study, feel free to make use of 
the Lyceum’s digital Latin resources (including a growing number of members with varying 
degrees of Latin proficiency). So too, I am often available throughout the week to meet and 
discuss difficulties, either through written chat or audio/video calls. 
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https://www.amazon.com/Lingua-Latina-Illustrata-Pars-Familia/dp/1585104205
https://geoffreysteadman.com/ritchies-fabulae-faciles/
https://geoffreysteadman.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/ritchie.may2019.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Ritchies-Fabulae-Faciles-Vocabulary-Commentary/dp/0984306552/
https://www.amazon.com/Ritchies-Fabulae-Faciles-Vocabulary-Commentary/dp/0984306552/
https://www.amazon.com/Cassells-Standard-Latin-Dictionary-Simpson/dp/0025225804
https://www.amazon.com/Cassells-Standard-Latin-Dictionary-Simpson/dp/0025225804
https://www.amazon.com/Collins-Latin-Dictionary-Gem/dp/0008218617
https://www.amazon.com/Essential-Latin-Grammar-Bennetts-Revised/dp/158510244X
https://www.amazon.com/Allen-Greenoughs-Grammar-Language-Guides/dp/0486448061
mailto:r.sharpe@lyceum.institute


 

SESSION SCHEDULE  

May 
9

Capitulum XXVII (Chapter 27) 
Main Concepts: Intro to Subjunctive Mood; Present Subjunctive; Indirect Command 
Required Reading: Familia Romana (FR) c. 27

May 
16

Capitulum XXVIII  
Main Concepts: Imperfect Subjunctive; Purpose and Result Clauses 
Required Reading: FR c. 28

May 
23

Capitulum XXXIX 
Main Concepts: Deliberative Questions; Indirect Questions; Cum Clauses 
Required Reading: FR c. 29

May 
30

Capitulum XXX 
Main Concepts: Future Perfect; Hortatory Subjunctive; Future More/Less Vivid 
Clauses; Doubting Clauses; Distributive Numbers 
Required Reading: FR c. 30

June 
6

Capitulum XXXI        (Quiz #1 Due Before Class Session) 
Main Concepts: Gerundives; Passive Periphrastic; Semi-deponent Verbs; Defective 
Verbs 
Required Reading: FR c. 31

June  
13

Capitulum XXXII  
Main Concepts: Perfect Subjunctive; Clauses (Negative Commands, Fearing Clauses)  
Required Reading: FR c. 32

June 
20

Capitulum XXXIII 
Main Concepts: Pluperfect Subjunctive; Optative Subjunctive; Conditional Clauses 
(Cont.); Future Imperative (2nd Person) 
Required Reading: FR c. 33

June 
27

Capitulum XXXIV 
Main Concepts: Introduction to Poetry 
Required Reading: FR c. 34

July 4 Scheduled Break (Independence Day Recess)

July 11 (Quiz #2 Due Before Class Session) 
Required Reading: Selections from Ritchie’s Fabulae Faciles (TBD)

July 18 Required Reading: Selections from Ritchie’s Fabulae Faciles (TBD)

July 25 “Reading Week” (Optional Review Session for Final Exam)

August 1 Due Aug. 1 by 10 PM ET: Final Exam
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